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BLOOD CENTERS OF CALIFORNIA

BI-ANNUAL BOARD MEETING

MINUTES

Monday September 26, 2016

American Red Cross – Pomona, CA

Business meeting called to order by President Williston at 10:10 am
President Williston was thanked for her service and presented with a plaque by

incoming President Noone, who assumes Presidency in January 2017. 
Roll Call

Gay Almquist Wylen Won Laura Williston David Wellis Jonathan Bautista Susan Noone David Anthony Darrin Greenlee Rick Axelrod, MD 

Others: David Oh, MD – MTAC Chair

                   Suchitra Pandey, MD – MTAC, Vice Chair 


          Lydia Bourne, Staff

President’s Report 
Reviewed the RN cost grid – will be used as appropriate for RN Telehealth


proposal 
Telehealth RN proposal reviewed 


Changes suggested and Staff to resubmit to Executive Committee for



futher review – to include staffing, safety issues, donation size



and time frame for implementation



           Discussed options for change – HWPP, regulatory or legislative



determine if California only state mandating RN at donor site
Web Site – reviewed the redesign and approved to pay for updates on a regular



basis – staff to provide materials as appropriate 

Board nominations for 2017-18 – approved as submitted:



President – elect: Darrin Greenlee



Secretary/Treasurer: David Wellis



At Large Member: Jonathan Bautista 


Bylaws update – reviewed by lawyer and membership categories noted 



on pages 1-3



Will include dissolution issues and pay back for original centers



 Agreed any new members will not have to buy in


 Other changes as we review, update to be reviewed and 




approved at March 2017 board meeting

Secretary/Treasurer 

Finances to date reviewed and accepted


2017 budget remains with current base rate and no dues increase 


Audit – reflects compilation for 2015 and review for 2014 – clean



review - no issues 



Lower revenue because of consolidation of centers 


Executive Committee minutes accepted 


March 2016 Board minutes approved with 2 minor corrections 



(misspellings of names) 

Legislative Report 
Review of Telehealth RN issues

Legislature adjourned on August 31st, governor has until September 30th 


to sign or veto bills approximately 800 bills on his desk 

Legislative Committee tracked 34 bills, supported 2 and opposed one, which was defeated through our coalition with CalNonprofits. 

Needs assessment for 2017 will be sent via email 

MTAC Report 
April meeting in conjunction with CBBS 


Working with LFS on the updated GANN brochure


Have increased communications with CA DPH relating to 



Zika – 2 phone conferences with a 6/17 phone conference



with Roche

FDA guidance released which muted the state guidance document that


Had been developed
Agreed MTAC attendees will continue to meet with BCC bi-annually 

Had 3 in person meetings and will continue phone conferences as necessary

Business meeting adjourned at 11:45 am

12 n - Lunch with Introduction of MTAC Attendees:

        Pat Sadler, MD - CCBC


        Michelle Burris – Houchin
   
          Alyssa Ziman, MD – UCLA


          Ross Herron, MD – ARC 

                   John Kunesh, MD – Torrance Memorial 

                   Judith Gonzalez – San Diego BB

                   Alice Wong – Huntington Hospital

                   Linan Wang – Huntington Hospital 

                   Ajay Perumbeti, MD – Children’s Hospital - LA

                   Ingrid Perez-Alvarez, MD – Cedars Sinai Med Ctr 
Presentation: 


      Dr. James Watt, Chief Communicable Disease Control – CA DPH


Overview of CA DPH and Center for Disease Control 




Center for Disease Control - Main issues include:





Monitoring 





Provider and Laboratory reporting 




Prevention 




Response 





Policy



Partners with federal CDC, FDA, USDA and other key federal




agencies 




Local health departments – 61 





58 counties and 3 city health departments




Review of WNV and Zika and status in California 





Babesiosis– rare in CA, a few transfusions associated 




cases but as of 2016 has to be reported

Presentation will be posted on BCC web site 



Tour of ARC facility



Located on the campus of Cal Poly in the Innovation Village




250,000 sq feet with 800 employees




All blood from California and Nevada comes to this center for 



processing and distribution, their reference lab is the 




busiest in Southern California 
Presentation: 

Robert Hunter – DPH-LFS

Discussed various regulatory issues that affect the blood centers


Issues unique to LFS can be found on their web site 


Various methods for disseminating critical regulatory issues using 



clinical letters


Laboratory issues reviewed through CLTAC 


AABB standards become law within 90 days after submission 
Presentation:

Dr. Shirong (Sean) Wang – COH - Blood usage: Past, Current and Future 
Transfusions decline:
Blood products become more expensive due to tests and 
management (shrink profit margin).


Unit price remains relatively stable.


Other factors: shelf life, compliance, blood donor eligibility…


Hospitals:


Technology, e.g. minimally invasive surgery, 



Blood management plan and electronic ordering system



Evidence based medicine (change transfusion threshold). 



Changes in treatment regimen, e.g. minor mismatched BMT 




preparation. 



Change in payer mix (insurance plans pay flat fee for procedures).


Solutions:



Be more strategically aligned with customers, e.g. hospital-based



services, or better positioning/contracting. 



Be more strategically aligned with pharmaceuticals, e.g. bio-




repository and R&D product. 



Go to user market, e.g. infusion service.



Expand profile, e.g. therapeutics.

Issues:

Design to streamline process/service and to improve safety

Profit-sharing plan

License, billing, liability issues

Staffing, expert and operation design. 
Above presentations when obtained will be posted on web site
Dr. David Oh – MTAC Chair - Hot Topics


     Reviewed Zika standards from FDA



Some hospitals will continue to screen for travel and provide 




educational materials

     Stanford will provide where necessary Zika screened blood to 



neonates and pregnant women
Dr. Suchitra Pandey – BCP – Process for handling the filter recall 

Discussed the discovery of a problem and process for addressing the 


recall logistics
Meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm 
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